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Cooperative Fire Protection - Volunteer Fire
Assistance

The VolinteerFie Assistance Program provies funds through States o volinteer fire deparm ents serwving

comm unies t© i prove com m unicaton capabilies, provide cridcalw idbnd firr m anagem entttahiig, and purchase
potective fire cbthihg and equim ent. These deparm ents provile, atno cost, w idfire and em exgency protecton
sewie to com m unikes w ih popubtons ofunder10,000.VolinteerFie D eparm ents provile sewices thatreach 43%
ofthe popubtion, atan estin ated valie 0£$36 billon peryear.

The NatbnalFie P bn Budgetprovies $13,315,000 h NatbnalFie P bn and base program funding forthe Volinteer
Fie Assistance Progmam .

« The VolinteerFie AssBtance progmam provies technicaland fnancihlassistance to volinteer fire deparm ents
1 mmlcommunies. These mmlresources ar offen the first Ine ofdefense h m eeting expanded protectbn
needs forw idlhnd urban hterface fies. O fthe m ore than 32,000 bcalfier agences natonw de, 75% are
volinteer fire deparm ents.

. VolinteerFie Assktance indihg m eets ewerthan 10% ofallrequests rrceved from volinteer fire
deparm ents. The 1994 RurlFie Protecton 1 Am erica Reportto Congress found that50% ofallvolinteer fie
deparm ents do nothave personalprotective cbthig, selfcontahed breathng appamtus, finctonaladb
equim ent, oradequate watersupples to pwotecttheircom m unikes fiom fire. M any ofthese sam e depanm ents
are the firstresponders to hep protect federal bnds fiom w idfire and are m ost lkely responsbk orreduchg
federmlfire suppressin costs.

FY 2002

States w illbe requested t© focus fuinds i com m unites w ith atgreatestrisk of severe w idlnd fire. These funds should
benefitapproxin ately 6,500 com m unikes.




